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H
aving earned his stripes 
in Alice Cooper and 
Vince Neil’s bands 
before joining Five 
Finger Death Punch 

in 2009 – one of the fastest-rising 
heavy acts of the 2000s – Jason 
Hook is undoubtedly one of 
metal’s modern masters. 
More recently, the Canadian 
was tapped by Epiphone to design 
a more aff ordable version of his 
2013 Gibson M-4 Sherman.

Much like the band he plays 
in, the custom racer-style red 
and white fi nish won’t be to 
everyone’s tastes, though the 
overall quality and aff ordability do 
more than enough to compensate. 

In fact, it’s the kind of instrument 
that would make an ideal project 
guitar to strip down and/or repaint 
purely because of how much you 
get in return for spending so little. 
The pickups are exactly the same 
as its limited-run Gibson 
equivalent, the classic pairing of a 
Seymour Duncan SH-1 in the neck 
and SH-4 in the bridge off ering 
plenty of bark through higher 
gain channels settings without 
sacrifi cing any of the harmonic 
richness when voiced clean. 

Equally impressive is how loud 
the guitar resonates in your hands 
– just like you’d hope from any 
Explorer, it really does feel like you 
can hear all the extra mahogany, 
whether unplugged or overdriven 
to ooze endless sustain. That said, 

it’s an instrument that doesn’t 
feel unreasonably bulky or heavy. 
The deeper upper body cutaway 
and angled scarf could actually 
make this one of the most 
playable Explorer-type guitars 
ever made, ideal for riff ers and 
shredders alike. Thanks to the 
Grover Locking mini-Rotomatics 
machine heads and Locktone 
bridge and tailpiece, this is also 
a machine that feels remarkably 
dependable – a trusty workhorse 
players can really dig into 
without having to worry 
about tuning slippage. 

As is often the case with the 
best artist signatures, you don’t 
necessarily have to be a fan of the 

player or indeed any associated 
bands to get the most out of said 
instrument. The sheer quality of 
the design and construction makes 
Hook’s Epiphone debut a worthy 
consideration for anyone on the 
lookout for an inexpensive 
Explorer that can comfortably 
handle it all, taking you from 
screaming metal intensities to 
more subtle variations of jazz, rock 
and blues. It’s hard to see where 
anyone could go wrong here.
Amit Sharma

 ONE OF THE MOST PLAYABLE 
EXPLORER-TYPES EVER MADE 

EPIPHONE LIMITED 
EDITION JASON HOOK M-4 
EXPLORER OUTFIT
Five Finger Death Punch’s guitar wizard 
unveils his debut Epiphone signature
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AT A GLANCE

FEATURES  

SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY
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1 MACHINE 
HEADS 

The same Grover 
Locking mini-
Rotomatics used on 
the more expensive 
Gibson Hook signature 
for maximum 
consistency and 
reliability.

2 BODY 
A custom deeper 

upper cutaway and 
angled scarf for 
enhanced playability, 
providing easier 
access to all 22 Super 
Jumbo-sized frets.

3 PICKUPS 
A fair amount of 

tonal ground covered 
courtesy of the 
tried-and-tested 
Seymour Duncan 
Vintage ’59 and JB 
humbucker set.

BODY: Mahogany
NECK: Mahogany
FINGERBOARD: 
Granadilla
NECK JOINT: Glued-In, 
Set Neck
SCALE LENGTH: 24.75”
NECK PICKUP: 
Seymour Duncan SH-1 
Vintage ’59 
Humbucker
BRIDGE PICKUP: 
Seymour Duncan SH-4 
‘JB’ Humbucker
CONTROLS: 1x Neck 
Volume, 1x Bridge 
Volume, 1x Master 
Tone
MACHINE HEADS: 
Grover Locking 
mini-Rotomatics
BRIDGE: LockTone 
Tune-o-matic
TAILPIECE: LockTone 
Stopbar
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